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This is horribly condensed, & much platitudinous: if only I
could tell you what you wanted to know: and there is no book
written by a man who has been out, except Baedeker! Do
emphasise the importance of the fortresses, which are all marked
in a map in my 'thesis'. Salaams,                                          E.L.
[A letter of January 24th, 191X3 shows that the project of
starting a private printing press had been discussed with his
parents but that he never had contemplated letting it take up all
his time.
You will see I think, that printing is not a business but
a craft. We cannot sit down to it for so many hours a day,
any more than one could paint a picture on that system.
And besides such a scheme would be almost sure to inter-
rupt The Seven Pillars of Wisdom or my monumental book
on the Crusades.
This original Seven Pillars of Wisdom was described by him
(letter No. 219) as:
a youthful indiscretion book .... It recounted adventures in
seven type-cities of the East (Cairo, Baghdad, Damascus,
etc.) and arranged their characters into a descending
cadence: a moral symphony. It was a queer book, upon
whose difficulties I look back with a not ungrateful wryness:
and in memory of it I so named the new book.
He burned the manuscript in August 1914.
Towards the end of February, Lawrence accompanied Hogarth
and Gregori, Hogarth's Cypriote head-man, by sea to Haifa,
where they visited the monastery on Mount Carmel before going
on to Damascus by train. On the journey they saw Nazareth, 'no
uglier than Basingstoke, or very little', the Yarmuk valley, and
the pilgrims' route: 'the great Hajj road. Doughty is the only
man who has been down it, and written what he saw'. The
mountains were snow-covered, but Deraa was sunny; Hogarth
talked Turkish and Greek and French, German and Italian.
They reached Damascus late and went on next day to Aleppo.
In March they started work on the great mound at Carchemish,
where Lawrence was to spend the greater part of the next three
years,]